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• Federal Flood Control 
Levee and By-Pass 
Channel

• Removed baseflow 
from 6.8 miles of 
channel

Old Smoky Hill 
Channel



Historic Pictures



Today

• 5 sq miles of urban runoff

• Historic= 8,341 sq miles

• No base flow





Turn Vision to Reality

• Voter Approved!

• 30% Design
• “Right Size” the Project
• Construction Permits
• Maintenance

• Public and Steering Committee 
Involvement for design direction 
and prioritization



P
R
E
S
S

C
L
I
P
P
I
N
G
S





• No Dams

• No low water 
crossings

• Tall pedestrian bridges

• 7 Bridge 
Replacements

Canoe / Kayak 
the Entire River



Midway Bridge





Iron Avenue Bridge



Community 
Spaces



Lakewood Lake Park



Funding Strategy- Local & 
Federal 
• Local Sales Tax

• Voter Approved 0.35% sales tax
• $20 Million Bond, $1.35 million per year

• USACE Section 216 Aquatic 
Ecosystem Restoration Program 

• Restoration of critical aquatic habitat
• 65-35 Construction Cost Share
• Feasibility Study and Concept Design is 

fully funded

• US DOT, EPA, CDBG, Private-
Potentials





+ RAISE GRANTS
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity

$1.5 billion multimodal, merit-based, competitive  discretionary 
grant program for surface transportation infrastructure

Supports projects that improve safety, equity, climate  and 
sustainability, and the creation of good-paying  jobs, consistent 
with US DOT’s strategic goals

Modal and geographic diversity requirement

US Department of Transportation





2022 RAISE Results

2022 RAISE Data # of 
Applications

Total Value of All 
Project Applications

Total Value of All Project 
Funding Requests

Average 
Match %

# of 
Awarded 
Projects

Total Value of 
Awarded 
Projects

Value of Fund 
Requests Misc. Figures

Total Applications National 936 $28,397,113,670 $13,365,796,881 53% 166 $2,200,000,000
17.7% % of projects awarded nationally

16.5% % of funding requests awarded nationally

Kansas Applications 16 $417,504,827 $268,672,326 36% 2 $61,000,000 $46,900,000 23.1% Avg KS match dollar % of awards

Missouri Applications 23 $603,917,760 $332,742,423 45% 5 $61,500,000 $48,200,000 21.6% Avg MO match dollar % of awards



Smoky Hill Renewal
The Fortunate Few
• 936 Applications

• 17% Funded

• Why Salina
• Community Support
• Letters of Support
• Local Funding
• Preliminary Design Done
• Senator Moran





• Maximum Request 
Allowed $25 M

• Requested $25 M

• Awarded $22.1 M

Funded 
Elements

US Department of Transportation



Funded Elements

Federal vs. Non-
Federal Total

% of 
Total 
Cost

Total Federal Share $22,100,000 60.3%

Total Non-Federal Share $14,569,690 39.7%

Item 2022 Dollars

Bridge #1 – Lakewood Park Bridge $851,452

Bridge #2 – Elm Street Bridge $1,603,715

Bridge #3 – Ash Street Bridge $1,607,413

Bridge #4 – Iron Avenue Bridge $2,559,354

Bridge #5 – The Midway Bridge $1,581,773

Bridge #6 – YMCA Bridge $1,577,579

Bridge #7 – S Ohio St Pedestrian Undercrossing and Hydraulic Culvert $1,687,286

Multi-purpose Bike and Pedestrian Trails $5,012,134



Funded Elements

Federal vs. Non-
Federal Total

% of 
Total 
Cost

Total Federal Share $22,100,000 60.3%

Total Non-Federal Share $14,569,690 39.7%

Item 2022 Dollars

Lighting – Pedestrian Crossings and Trails $1,146,289

N Ohio Street Pedestrian Underpass $474,827

Pedestrian Crossing Safety Features $285,212

Multi-Modal Hub (at The Midway) $192,355

Retaining Wall at Water Treatment Plant $1,088,930

Old Smoky Hill River Channel Maintenance Facility and Boat Ramps $1,721,446

4th Street Plaza, Complete Street and Boardwalk $4,871,862

Levee Outlet for Flood Mitigation and Aquatic Connectivity $901,107

Design, Permitting, Admin and Construction Contingencies $9,506,957

Project Total (2022 Dollars) = $36,669,690



Mobility Hub & BCA

Benefit 7% Discount Rate (3% for CO2)

Crash Reduction $19.2 million

Improved Journey Quality
$2.7 million

Emission Reduction $3.4 thousand

Residual Value $1.5 million

Total Benefits $23.4 million



02 Potential USACE Funding



Potential USACE Program 
Areas
• Ecosystem Major Elements

• Entrance works
• Sediment Excavation and Disposal
• Channel Shaping
• Western Star Dam Replacement

• Locally Preferred Plan Selected



Selected Plan



Levee to Oakdale



Founders Park- Before Dam Removal



Founders Park- After Dam Removal



Entrance Works / Sediment Basins / Water Quality Wetlands



03 Project Schedule



Project Schedule
Tasks 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Submit RAISE Grant Application 

RAISE Grant Agreement Execution Process

Land Rights

Construction Start (14 months from obligation)

Project and Grant Management

River Channel Outlet Design and Construction

Design & Construct Bridges #1 and #2

Design & Construct Bridges #3 and #4

Design & Construct Bridges #5 and #6

Design & Construct Bridge #7

Trail Design and Construction

Pedestrian Safety Amenities Design and Construction

Multi-Modal Hub Design and Construction

Boardwalk and 4th Ave Streetscaping Design & Constr.

River Channel Amenities Design and Construction





Questions and Additional 
Discussion


	Slide Number 1
	Revitalizing Smoky Hill River
	Slide Number 3
	Old Smoky Hill Channel
	Historic Pictures
	Today
	Slide Number 7
	Turn Vision to Reality
	PRESS CLIPPINGS
	Slide Number 10
	Canoe / Kayak the Entire River�
	Midway Bridge
	Slide Number 13
	Iron Avenue Bridge
	Community Spaces
	Lakewood Lake Park�
	Funding Strategy- Local & Federal 
	Slide Number 18
	+ RAISE GRANTS�Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity
	Slide Number 20
	2022 RAISE Results
	Smoky Hill Renewal�The Fortunate Few
	Slide Number 23
	Funded Elements
	Funded Elements
	Funded Elements
	Mobility Hub & BCA
	Slide Number 28
	Potential USACE Program Areas
	Selected Plan
	Levee to Oakdale
	Founders Park- Before Dam Removal
	Founders Park- After Dam Removal
	Entrance Works / Sediment Basins / Water Quality Wetlands
	Slide Number 35
	Project Schedule
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38

