
 

                 

 

 

 

 

TO:  Kevin Ward 
  Division Administrator  
  Federal Highway Administration 
 
FROM: Kyle E. Grayson 
  Senior Environmental Specialist 
 
DATE: October 23, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Local Public Agency (LPA) Project  
  Riverside Road over Finley River Bridge No. 20900151 

Christian County  
  LPA Job No. BRO-B022(09)                                  
  Categorical Exclusion (CE) Environmental Classification   
 
Enclosed is documentation to support a CE environmental classification for the subject LPA project.   
 
Bridge No. 2090015 is a one-lane bridge located on Riverside Road over the Finley River north of 
Ozark, Missouri, in Christian County.  The bridge has been closed to vehicular traffic since July 2015 
by the Ozark Special Road District when the bridge was identified with a critical inspection finding 
due to various structural damages following a storm event earlier that year.  The county proposes to 
replace Bridge No. 2090015 on a new alignment with a new two-lane, concrete, three-span bridge 
(Bridge No. 20900151) with new abutments, two piers, and redesigned bridge approaches.  The new 
bridge will be located approximately 100 feet downstream or west of the existing bridge.   The 
superstructure of the existing Bridge No. 2090015 will be removed by other forces prior to 
construction of the new bridge.  The county will realign Riverside Road on the south and north sides of 
the new bridge and retain the existing roadway as a pedestrian/bike path.  The new road section will 
include a new 24-foot wide roadbed with two, 11-foot driving lanes. 
 
The project requires 6.18 acres of new right of way and 0.49 acres of temporary easement. 
 
The project has been requested as an improved FEMA funded project. 
 
MoDOT respectfully requests FHWA concurrence in the CE determination for this project. 
 
Enclosure 

 
 
 
 

 

Missouri Department of Transportation 
Patrick K. McKenna, Director 

573.751.2551  
Fax: 573.751.6555 
1.888.ASK MODOT (275.6636) 



                                 
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION 

[As per 23 CFR 771.117(d)] 
Local Public Agency Project 

 
Job Number:  BRO-B022(09)       
         
Route:  Riverside Road  
                             
County:  Christian 
 
Project Description:  Bridge No. 2090015 is a one-lane bridge located on Riverside Road over the 
Finley River, just north of Ozark in Christian County.  The bridge was closed to vehicular traffic in 
July 2015 by the Ozark Special Road District (OSRD), as recommended by the Missouri Department 
of Transportation, after the bridge was identified with a critical inspection finding due to various 
structural damages following a storm event earlier that month.  The county will replace Bridge No. 
2090015 on a new alignment with a new two-lane, three-span bridge, including two piers.   The county 
will realign Riverside Road on the south and north sides of the new bridge and retain the existing 
roadway as a pedestrian/bike path.  The road will include a new 24-foot wide roadbed with two, 11-
foot driving lanes. 
 
Current ADT:  1,500 (2015, prior to bridge closure) 
 
Future ADT:  3,287 (2035 at 4% annual growth factor) 
 
Right of Way Required (Acres):    
 
New Right of Way 6.18 acres       
 
Permanent Easement 0.00 acres      
  
Temporary Easement 0.49 acres      
 
Displacements (Number/Type):    
 
Residential—0 
 
Commercial—0 
 
Socioeconomic/Community Impacts:  Executive Order 12898—Federal Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, enacted in 1993, requires 
each federal agency make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and 
addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects 
on minority and low-income populations. 
 
The project area was reviewed using the U.S. Census Bureau Quick Facts data and the online EJScreen 
mapping tool provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  The project is located in Census 
Tract 29043020 and associated Block Group 3061.  Census Tract 29043020 has lower percentages of 
minority populations (5%) than the state (20%) and county (6.6%) as well as lower percentages of 
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families whose incomes fall below the poverty level (11.4%) than the state (15.8%) but slightly higher 
than the county (10.7%).  There are no residential or commercial relocations associated with this 
project.  Impacts will be temporary and limited to travel disruptions, construction noise, and fugitive 
dust in the area of project construction.  Proposed improvements and the completed project will not 
have disproportionate adverse impacts on protected populations.    
 
Area residents and businesses are supportive of the project.  The public also has a strong desire to 
restore this section of Riverside Road between the Greenbridge Road and Riverbluff Road 
intersections.  Regarding traffic volume, at 1,500 vehicles per day prior to the existing bridge closure 
(source: MoDOT Non-State Structure Inspection Report, July 21, 2015), it was one of the most heavily 
traveled bridges in Christian County as it provided a vital connection between the City of Ozark and 
the City of Springfield.  Future growth is expected in the area surrounding the bridge.  The City of 
Ozark, located just south of the existing bridge, grew 23% in the last 10 years (source: MO Hometown 
Locator and Censusviewer websites) and is projected to continue this growth well into the future.  
Christian County, of which the City of Ozark is the county seat, grew 37% in the last 10 years and is 
projected to grow 24% in the next 10 years (source: MO Office of Administration, Division of Budget 
& Planning website).  Safety would also be greatly enhanced with a new bridge by allowing quicker 
access between the City of Ozark and communities to the north for emergency response and other 
vehicles.   The project is programmed in the Ozarks Transportation Organization Fiscal Year (FY) 
2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program to receive FEMA, FHWA, SEMA, and Local funds 
in FY 2018-19. 
 
Construction will occur Monday-Friday, during normal working hours, lasting approximately nine 
months.  Since the bridge closure in July 2015, Riverside Road has been closed between the 
Greenbridge Road and Riverbluff Road intersections.  This section of Riverside Road will be realigned 
and improved as part of this project and will remain closed to traffic until the project is complete.  
However, the Greenbridge Road and Riverbluff Road intersections will be temporarily closed for the 
relatively short period that construction improvements are made to these intersections.  Christian 
County will publish a notice in the local newspaper in advance of these intersection closures due to 
construction and will directly notify affected property owners (see Traffic Control Plan Sheet C35).  
Christian County will ensure a Traffic Management Plan is included in the construction contract to 
respond to any temporary disruptions in travel patterns and travel time.  
 
The project requires new right-of-way to realign Riverside Road to the new bridge.  A temporary 
construction easement is also required to construct the new alignment of Riverside Road with 
associated intersections and to extend the driveway at the Martens’ property on Riverside Road (see 
2018-07-17 PS&E Submittal, Overall Site Plan Sheet C7 and Right-of-Way Plan Sheets RW-1 and 
RW-2).  Christian County will conduct the acquisition of affected properties and provide services to all 
impacted households without discrimination in accordance with the procedures established in the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act (Uniform Act) of 1970, as 
amended.  The Uniform Act and Missouri state laws require just compensation be paid to owner(s) of 
private property taken for public use.  The Uniform Act is carried out without discrimination and in 
compliance with Title VI (of the Civil Rights Act of 1964), the President’s Executive Order on 
Environmental Justice, and the Americans with Disabilities Act.    
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An appraisal of fair market value is the basis for determining just compensation offered to the owners 
for property acquired.  The Uniform Act defines an appraisal as a written statement independently and 
impartially prepared by a qualified appraiser setting forth an opinion of defined value of an adequately 
described property as of a specific date, supported by the presentation and analysis of relevant market 
information. 
 
No minority or low-income populations have been identified that would be adversely impacted by the 
project as determined in the information above.  Therefore, in accordance with the provisions of 
Executive Order 12898 and FHWA Order 6640.23, no further environmental justice analysis is 
required. 
 
Public Involvement:  A public hearing was held on May 17, 2018 at the Christian County Resource 
Management Office from 4:30 to 6:00 pm.  Notice of the hearing was provided via media outlets in 
advance and impacted property owners were contacted directly by mail.  No responses were received 
from property owners and owners did not attend the public hearing.  Two guests attended the public 
hearing with interest in the project but only provided spoken support for the project. 
 
Farmland Impacts:  The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) mandates agencies identify and 
consider adverse effects of federal projects on farmland.  In cooperation with the local Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office, the act requires an assessment for potential conversion 
of farmland to non-farming purposes for all federally funded projects. 
 
The project requires new right of way and, according to the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau Urban Area 
Reference Map, much of the project site is located outside of an urbanized area.  Therefore, the project 
is subject to the FPPA.  On February 26, 2018, a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form AD-1006 
was submitted to the NRCS for review and response.  On April 23, 2018, the NRCS responded that the 
project area contains 5.75 acres of prime and unique farmland, 4.2% of the farmland is in government 
jurisdiction with the same or higher relative value, and the major crops identified are forage and small 
grains.  On a scale of 0-100 points, 100 points were assessed by the NRCS for Part V, “Land 
Evaluation Criterion Relative Value of Farmland to be Serviced or Converted” for Corridor A.  Parts 
VI and VII of the Form were completed by the LPA’s engineer consultant, Great River Engineering 
and 51 points out of 160 were scored in Part VI for Corridor A.  The total points scored for Parts V and 
VI is 151 and based on this score, Corridor A was selected as noted in Part VII. 
 
Wetland/Stream Impacts:  Wetlands are defined (Federal Register, 1982) as “Those areas that are 
inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration to support, and that under 
normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 
condition.” Recognizing the variety of beneficial functions performed by wetlands, Executive Order 
11990 (Wetlands Protection) mandates consideration of wetland impacts, as does Missouri's Executive 
Order 96-03.  Furthermore, Executive Order 11990 mandates a no-net-loss-of- national-wetlands 
policy.  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1977 authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) to regulate the discharge of dredged or fill material in all waters of the United States, 
including wetlands. 
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Impacts will occur to the Finley River with the placement of approximately 160 linear feet of fill 
material along the north toe bank and 130 linear feet of fill along the south toe bank.  For these 
impacts, the USACE will issue a Section 404 Nationwide Permit (NWP) 14.  Christian County will 
ensure all Section 404 NWP 14 conditions and NWP General Conditions within the General Provisions 
are implemented during the project.  Additionally, Christian County will ensure conditions are 
followed as specified in the Section 401 Water Quality Conditions.   
 
Water Quality Impacts:  The project is located in Christian County’s Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) area and is subject to the requirements outlined in the county’s MS4 permit.  
Christian County will obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Land 
Disturbance Permit from the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) prior to the start of 
construction.  Christian County will implement an on-site Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) to prevent or minimize adverse impacts to streams within and adjacent to the project area.  
This plan will describe best management practices and procedures designed to reduce suspended 
solids, turbidity, and downstream sedimentation that may degrade water quality and adversely impact 
aquatic life.  The plan will provide for temporary erosion and sediment control measures that will be 
included within construction contract specifications.   
 
Section 404 Permit Required (Yes/No):  Yes, the project is authorized by Section 404 Nationwide 
Permit (NWP) 14.   
 
Floodplain Impacts:  Executive Order 11988—Floodplain Management, and subsequent federal 
floodplain management guidelines mandate evaluation of floodplain impacts.  When available, flood 
hazard boundary maps produced by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and flood 
insurance studies prepared for the National Flood Insurance Program for the project area are used to 
determine the limits of the base floodplain (also known as the one percent and 100-year floodplain) 
and the extent of encroachment. 
 
FEMA and FHWA guidelines at 23 CFR 650 identify the base flood as the flood having a one-percent 
probability of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.  The base flood is the area of one-percent 
flood hazard within a county or community.  The regulatory floodway is the channel of a stream in 
addition to any adjacent floodplain areas that must be kept free of encroachment so the one-percent 
flood discharge can be conveyed without increasing the base flood elevation more than a specified 
amount.  FEMA mandates that projects must cause no rise in the regulatory floodway and a maximum 
of one-foot cumulative rise for all projects in the base floodplain.  
 
Based on the current FEMA flood insurance rate map for the area, the project is located in the one- 
percent floodplain.  The new bridge will span approximately 360 feet of floodplain and construction of 
the new roadway will occur in approximately 2,600 feet of floodplain.  The project is not mapped in 
the regulatory floodway; therefore, preparation of a no-rise certification is not required.  Christian 
County will issue a floodplain development permit during final design for work occurring in the 
floodplain.  The county will adhere to all applicable provisions of its local floodplain management 
ordinance.  
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Federal Emergency Management Agency Buyout Lands Impacts:  The Flood Disaster Protection 
Act of 1973, as amended by the Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act of 1988 (The Stafford 
Act), identified the use of disaster relief funds under Section 404 for the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP), including the acquisition and relocation of flood-damaged property.  The Volkmer 
Bill further expanded the use of HMGP funds under Section 404 to “buy out” flood-damaged property 
affected by the Great Flood of 1993.  There are numerous restrictions on these FEMA buyout 
properties and processing an exemption from FEMA to use a parcel can require two to three years.   
In 2010, with the participation of FEMA, Christian County purchased the property required to replace 
the existing Riverside Bridge with a new bridge and roadway through the acquisition of flood prone 
properties.  In this process, Deed Restrictions were set for the property.  In August 2014, in accordance 
with those provisions, the OSRD requested approval from FEMA to utilize a portion of this property 
for the replacement of the Riverside Bridge.  The Deed Restrictions included the following provisions: 
 

Paragraph 1.a. 
"a. Compatible uses. The Property shall be dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open 
space for the conservation of natural floodplain functions.  Such uses may include: parks for 
outdoor recreational activities; wetland management; nature reserves; cultivation; grazing; 
camping; unimproved, unpaved parking lots; buffer zones; and other uses consistent with 
FEMA guidance for open space acquisition, Hazard Mitigation Assistance, Requirements for 
Property Acquisition and Relocation for Open Space." 

  
"No new structures or improvements shall be erected on the Property other than: 
i. A public facility that is open on all sides and functionally related to a designated open space 
or recreation use; 
ii. A public rest room; or 
iii. A structure that is compatible with open space and conserves the natural function of the 
floodplain, including the uses described in Paragraph 1.a., above and approved by the FEMA 
Administrator in writing before construction of the structure begins." 

 
Since the time that OSRD requested FEMA approval to use a portion of the property to replace 
Riverside Bridge, U.S. Senate Bill 810 was passed on October 6, 2017 which became Public Law No. 
115-67.  In summary, the Bill authorizes the Riverside Bridge Project to be carried out notwithstanding 
1) any agreement entered unto under section 404(b)(2) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act, and 2) any easement or other Federal restriction pursuant to that Act that 
requires the covered property to be maintained for open space, recreation, or wetland management.  
Thus, this project is authorized to proceed on this flood prone property. 
 
Air Quality Impacts:  The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires adoption of air quality standards, quality 
control regions, and state implementation plans.  The federal government established the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), to protect public health, safety, and welfare from known or 
anticipated effects of sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, and 
lead.  The State of Missouri established additional criteria for hydrogen sulfide and sulfuric acid.  
Transportation can contribute to four of the six NAAQS pollutants: ozone, carbon monoxide, 
particulate matter, and nitrogen dioxide.  Transportation conformity with the NAAQS, as required by 
the CAA, ensures that federally funded or approved transportation plans, programs, and projects 
conform to the air quality objectives established in State Implementation Plans. MoDOT is responsible 
for implementing the conformity regulation in nonattainment and maintenance areas. 
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The project is located in non-classified areas as defined by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
through the CAA.  Therefore, the conformity requirements of 40 CFR Part 93 do not apply to this 
project and no further action is needed.  (per the US EPA air quality/green book/map “Counties 
Designated “Nonattainment””, Christian County is designated nonattainment for zero NAAQS 
pollutants) 
 
Noise Impacts:  The 1972 Federal-aid Highway Act required FHWA to develop a noise standard for 
new Federal-aid highway projects.  FHWA Noise Standards give highway agencies flexibility in 
conforming to national requirements. MoDOT’s noise policy (found in the Engineering Policy Guide 
at 127.13) on highway traffic noise and construction noise describes MoDOT's implementation of the 
requirements of the FHWA Noise Standard at 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 772.  
MoDOT developed the noise policy, which was approved by FHWA.  
 
The primary sources of highway traffic noise are the tire-pavement interface, engine noise and exhaust 
noise. In very general terms, the lower threshold of highway noise impact is roughly the point at which 
interference with normal human speech is appreciable.  
 
Per MoDOT’s response to this project’s Request for Environmental Review, this is not a Type 1 
project, thus, noise impacts are not applicable.  This is not a Type 1 project because the project site 
does not halve the distance between the traffic noise source and the closest receptor between the 
existing condition to the future build condition. 
  
Cultural Resources/Section 4(f) Historic Sites Impacts:   
    Section 106 
Efforts to identify historic properties and assess potential adverse effects have been implemented 
pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800, Protection of Historic Properties, the regulations implementing Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470).  A Programmatic Agreement (PA) for 
ensuring the undertaking of this project complies with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) (54 U.S.C. 306108) has been signed and executed by the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Missouri State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), OSRD, and the Christian 
County Commission on August 17, 2018.  The PA contains mitigation measures for adverse effects on 
the historic bridge, including transfer of the historic bridge to a party that will relocate the bridge.  All 
stipulations of the PA will be adhered to as dictated in the document.  This Agreement is attached to 
this document. 
 
In July 1993, Fraser's Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory survey first evaluated the Finley Bridge No. 
2090015 to be National Register non-eligible as a well-preserved relatively early example of a 
mainstay structural type.  In October 2017, Environmental Research Center of Missouri, Inc., (ERC) 
submitted a Section 106 Memo to the SHPO, and in November 2017, the SHPO concurred that Bridge 
No. 2090015 is National Register eligible and that the project will have an “adverse effect” on the 
historic property.  Additionally, ERC submitted a Phase I cultural resources survey and Phase II testing 
report for the area of potential effect to the SHPO in October 2017.  The report identified one 
previously recorded prehistoric archaeology site within new alternate access road locations.  The site, 
23CN794, produced insufficient data to warrant National Register eligibility by Criterion D and was 
recommended not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  In a November 2017 
letter, the SHPO concurred that site 23CN794 was not eligible for inclusion on the National Register 
and that there would be no historic properties affected within the project area for new access roads. 
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FHWA is to consult with any Indian tribe that may attach religious and cultural significance to historic 
properties that may be affected by this undertaking.  On May 21, 2018, FHWA provided the tribes that 
have expressed interest in consulting on Section 106 undertakings in Christian County a copy of the 
archaeological survey report for comments:  the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma, Cherokee Nation, 
Delaware Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians , Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Kickapoo Tribe in 
Kansas, Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma, Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, Osage Nation, Shawnee Tribe, and 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma.  The Cherokee Nation responded on June 
4, 2018 that they “do not foresee this project imparting impacts to Cherokee cultural resources at this 
time.”  The Osage Nation responded on August 3, 2018 that they “will not accept reports on cultural 
resources surveys conducted by consultants that do not provide a standard professional archaeology 
survey report,” and “requests that additional identification efforts be conducted and a new report be 
submitted for its review.”  MoDOT Historic Preservation staff reviewed the consultant report and 
concur with the SHPO that an “adequate cultural resources survey has been conducted of the project 
area.” 
 
     Section 4(f) Historic Sites 
Section 4(f) is part of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 designed in part to preserve 
privately or publicly owned historic sites.  Federally funded actions cannot impact Section 4(f) eligible 
sites unless there is no feasible and prudent avoidance alternative to the use of the land and the 
proposed action includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the property resulting from such 
use, or FHWA determines the use of the property will have a de minimis impact.   
 
Ozark Mill, LLC entered into an agreement on July 5, 2018 to maintain the bridge and features that 
contribute to its historic significance and to assume all future legal and financial responsibility for the 
bridge.  Section 4(f) applies to the Riverside Bridge, due to their being a “use,” as the action will 
adversely affect the bridge’s historic integrity.  A Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation was prepared 
and approved by FHWA   
 
Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Impacts:   
     Section 4(f): 
Section 4(f) is part of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 designed to preserve publicly 
owned parks, recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges.  Federally funded actions cannot 
impact Section 4(f) eligible sites unless there is no feasible and prudent avoidance alternative to the use 
of the land and the proposed action includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the property 
resulting from such use, or FHWA determines the use of the property will have a de minimis impact.   
 
     Section 6(f):  
Section 6(f) is part of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act, designed to provide 
restrictions for public recreation facilities funded with LWCF money. The LWCF Act provides funds 
for the acquisition and development of public outdoor recreation facilities that could include 
community, county, and state parks, trails, fairgrounds, conservation areas, boat ramps, shooting 
ranges, etc. Facilities that are LWCF-assisted must be maintained for outdoor recreation in perpetuity 
and therefore require mitigation that includes replacement land of at least equal value and recreation 
utility. 
 
Christian County authorities have verified that there are no recreational lands in the project area. 
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Threatened and Endangered Species Impacts:  The Endangered Species Act (ESA) provides for the 
protection of threatened and endangered species, both plants and animals, and the habitats that are 
considered critical to the survival of these species, e.g., breeding, nesting, roosting, and foraging areas. 
The ESA requires FHWA and MoDOT to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) 
regarding their projects and measures that can be implemented to minimize or eliminate project 
impacts to these species.  MoDOT as the non-federal representative for FHWA makes species 
determinations for ESA consultation. 
 
Projects also must address potential impacts to state listed species.  The State of Missouri maintains 
endangered species legislation that protects these species (state ESA). The state ESA and the Missouri 
Wildlife Code protect state listed species.  The Missouri Cave Resources Act protects caves from 
trespass, vandalism, contamination, and destruction.  The Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) is the administrative, regulatory, and enforcement agency for state sensitive species. 
 
From the USFWS official species list, the following were listed as threatened or endangered for this 
project site: Virginia Sneezeweed (helenium virginicum), Gray Bat (myotis grisescens), Indiana Bat 
(myotis sodalis), and Northern Long-eared Bat (myotis septentrionalis). 
 
From the MDC’s Natural Heritage Review Report, Indiana Bats are listed as federal- and state-listed 
endangered species, and Northern Long-eared Bats are identified as federal-listed endangered species.  
Additionally, the USFWS Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) Official Species List (OSL) 
(Consultation Code: 03E14000-2018-SLI-0150, 10/24/2017; Event Code: 03E14000-2018-E-00319, 
10/24/2017, Project Name: 3848 Riverside) indicated there are no federally designated critical habitats 
in or near the project area and there are no refuges or fish hatcheries within the project area. 
 
MoDOT's Threatened and Endangered Species Biologist reviewed all required documentation 
submitted including the Threatened and Endangered Species report by the consultant with seasonal tree 
clearing commitment, USFWS IPaC Official Species List (MoDOT update in September 2018), MDC 
Natural Heritage Review Level 2 Report (possible state resource issues), project area mapping, aerial 
imagery of the project location, project description, project plans including the grading plan sheet, 
photographs of the existing bridge and trees to be removed, species assessment report, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation Natural Heritage Database (v. July 2018), and the MO Speleological 
Survey cave information (v. 2017) for additional natural resource information near the project area.  
There are no federally designated critical habitats in the project area.  
 
Construction for this project is planned to begin in fall and winter 2018-2019.  There will be less than 
1.0 acres of tree clearing needed for the construction of this project and some of these trees have 
suitable summer bat roost habitat characteristics.  The construction contract will mandate that such 
suitable trees shall only be removed during the non-active season between November 1 and March 31. 
 
Bridge photos from Feb 2018 and description of presence/absence search for bird nests from April 
2018 show no nests present under the existing bridge.  There will be no conflict with Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act.   
 
Virginia Sneezeweed is an herbaceous, fibrous-rooted perennial that grows up to 5 feet in height.  
Preferred habitat includes shorelines and plains around sinkholes, low lying fields, ponds, and wet 
meadows.  MoDOT verified there are no Virginia sneezeweed records within several miles of the 
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project area are no suitable habitat in the project limits.  There will be No Effect on Virginia 
Sneezeweed. 
 
Gray Bats roost in caves or mines year-round.  Although there are several known caves within 1.0 
mile, none are known to support bats (MSS cave info). MoDOT agrees with the consultant/sponsor 
that this project will have No Effect on Gray Bats. 
 
Indiana and Northern Long-Eared Bats hibernate in caves or mines only during the winter between 
November 1 and March 31, and this project is not near any known caves or mines.  The rest of the year 
they roost under loose tree bark in tree crevices or cavities during the day and forage around tree 
canopies of floodplain, riparian, and upland forests at night.  Suitable trees which should be considered 
potential roosting habitat include those exhibiting loose or shaggy bark, crevices, or hollows.  Tree 
species with these features often include, but are not limited to: shellbark or shagbark hickory, white 
oak, cottonwood, and maple.  MoDOT verified the distance to known summer (forested) or winter 
(occupied cave) records is greater than 7.0 miles from the project area for Indiana and northern long-
eared bats.  Less than one acre of trees will be removed for this project.  Some of these are suitable 
trees, therefore, this project may affect both species.  As a result, the construction contract will 
mandate that such suitable trees shall only be removed during the non-active season between 
November 1 and March 31.  There is one suitable roost tree beyond 100’ from the edge of the existing 
pavements, therefore, this project does not qualify for Programmatic Range-wide Informal 
consultation for these species.  As the designated non-federal representative for Federal Highway 
Administration in Missouri for Section 7 ESA requirements, MoDOT has determined that this project 
May Affect, but is Not Likely to Adversely Affect the Indiana bat or northern long-eared bat. 
To reduce the environmental impacts of removing trees and other vegetation as needed for this project, 
provisions will be included in the construction contract to minimize the disturbance of vegetation and 
soils, and to replace removed vegetation with grasses, flowers, and other plants that are native to the 
area and Missouri. 
 
A Level 2 report was received by the consultant/sponsor on February 15, 2018 indicating potential 
impacts to two species and a public fishing access.  There are records for a species of concern mollusk, 
Arkansas mudalia snail (Leptoxis arkansensis), and Heptageniid mayfly (Maccaffertium bednariki) 
approximately 0.9 miles upstream of the project area.  Precautions will be taken to avoid and minimize 
any negative impacts to the natural stream flow in the Finley River as described in the above 
“Wetland/Stream Impacts” section.   Also, the Ozark Jim Turner Public Fishing Access is about 1.0 
mile downstream of the project area.  There will be no impacts to that MDC owned resource and these 
MDC Level 2 conservation issues have no bearing on federally listed resources. 
 
MoDOT submitted a complete Section 7 Endangered Species Act consultation package to the Missouri 
US Fish and Wildlife Service Field Office on September 24, 2018 requesting concurrence with these 
May Affect, but Not Likely to Adversely Affect determinations.  On October 10, 2018, the USFWS 
concurred with MoDOT’s determination that the proposed work is not likely to adversely affect 
federally listed species.  
 
Hazardous Waste Impacts:   The following sources were reviewed for potential regulated hazardous 
and solid waste concerns in the project area: Federal Superfund Enterprise Management System 
(SEMS); National Response Center Hotline database; DNR Confirmed Abandoned or Uncontrolled 
Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites in Missouri; DNR Missouri Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage, and 
Disposal Facilities List; DNR Solid Waste Facilities List; DNR Underground Storage Tank (UST) 
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database; EPA Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO); Google Earth; and Missouri 
Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund database.  
 
Based on the sources reviewed, no sites of concern were found within the project area.  
The potential to encounter wastes from sites unknown to Christian County should always be a 
consideration.  Christian County’s construction inspector shall direct the contractor to cease work at 
any suspect sites if regulated solid or hazardous wastes are found during construction activities.  The 
construction inspector shall contact an appropriate specialist to discuss options for remediation.  The 
specialist, the county, and the contractor shall develop a plan for sampling, remediation, and 
continuation of project construction. Independent consulting, analytical, and remediation services shall 
be contracted, if necessary.  The DNR and the EPA will be contacted for coordination and approval of 
required activities.  
 
In February 2018, a certified inspector conducted asbestos and lead-based paint surveys of Bridge No. 
2090015 on behalf of Christian County.  The asbestos inspection was conducted according to DNR 
standards and asbestos requirements for inspections.  No suspect asbestos-containing materials were 
identified on the bridge.  The lead- based paint survey was conducted with a test kit that is EPA-
recognized and Environmental Technology Verification (ETV)-tested.  The lead paint test results 
revealed no lead-based paint on the bridge.   
 
DNR must be notified of all bridge demolitions.  Christian County will ensure the contractor notifies 
DNR 10 days in advance of the bridge demolition and include this language in construction contract 
documents.  The disposition of the existing bridge is being coordinated with the Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources - State Historic Preservation Office and the Historic Preservation Act - Section 
106.  The bridge is currently being advertised for reuse.  If a new owner is not found, the plan is to 
demolish the bridge. 
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Environmental Commitments:    
 
 Christian County will ensure construction occurs Monday-Friday, during normal working 

hours. 
 
 Christian County will publish a notice in the local newspaper one week in advance of closing 

the Greenbridge Road and Riverbluff Road intersections for construction and directly notify 
affected property owners.  Details of the placement of road closure signs are at the 2018-07-17 
PS&E Submittal, Traffic Control Plan Sheet C35.  Christian County will ensure a Traffic 
Management Plan is included in the construction contract to respond to any temporary 
disruptions in travel patterns and travel time.  

 
 Christian County will ensure access to local properties within the work zone will be maintained 

at all times and coordinated with the property owners. 
 
 Christian County will conduct the acquisition of affected properties and provide services to all 

impacted households without discrimination in accordance with the procedures established in 
the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act (Uniform Act) 
of 1970, as amended.  

 
 Christian County will ensure all Section 404 NWP 14 conditions and NWP General Conditions 

within the General Provisions are implemented during the project.  Additionally, Christian 
County will ensure conditions are followed as specified in the Section 401 Water Quality 
Conditions.   

 
 Christian County will obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) land 

disturbance permit from the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) prior to the start 
of construction.  Christian County will implement an on-site Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP) to prevent or minimize adverse impacts to streams within and adjacent to the 
project area.  This plan will describe best management practices and procedures designed to 
reduce suspended solids, turbidity, and downstream sedimentation that may degrade water 
quality and adversely impact aquatic life.  The plan will provide for temporary erosion and 
sediment control measures that will be included within construction contract specifications.   

 
 Christian County will issue a floodplain development permit during final design and adhere to 

all applicable provisions of its local floodplain management ordinance. 
 

 Christian County will adhere to all stipulations of the PA as dictated in the document. 
 
 Christian County construction inspector will ensure the construction plans stipulate that all 

trees shall only be removed during the period of November 1 to March 31. 
 
 To reduce the environmental impacts of removing trees and other vegetation as needed for this 

project, provisions will be included in the construction contract to minimize the disturbance of 
vegetation and soils, and to replace removed vegetation with grasses, flowers, and other plants 
that are native to the area and Missouri. 
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 Christian County’s construction inspector shall direct the contractor to cease work at any 
suspect sites if regulated hazardous or solid wastes are found during construction activities.  
The construction inspector shall contact an appropriate specialist to discuss options for 
remediation.  The specialist, the county, and the contractor shall develop a plan for sampling, 
remediation, and continuation of project construction.  Independent consulting, analytical, and 
remediation services will be contracted, if necessary.  The DNR and the EPA shall be contacted 
for coordination and approval of required activities.   

 
 Christian County will ensure the contractor notifies DNR 10-days in advance of the bridge 

demolition and include this language in construction contract documents. 
 
 If there are changes in the project scope, project limits, existing conditions, pertinent 

regulations or environmental commitments, Christian County will contact MoDOT’s 
environmental section to re-evaluate potential impacts prior to implementation.  Environmental 
commitments are not subject to change without prior written approval from the Federal 
Highway Administration.   
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A portion of the project was located within property purchased by FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Funds.  That portion of the project related to the construction of the proposed approach roadway and 
bridge which had the FEMA deed restrictions removed by legislative action.  This was accomplished by 
Senate Bill 810 - A bill to facilitate construction of a bridge on certain property in Christian County, 
Missouri and for other purposes, which was passed by both the Senate and the House and signed by the 
President on 10/06/17 which became Public Law No. 115-67. 
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October 22, 2018 
 
Taylor R. Peters 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Missouri Division Office 
Federal Highway Administration 
3220 W. Edgewood, Suite H 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 
 
RE:   Timing of Riverside Road Over Finley River Bridge No. 20900151 Project BRO-022(09) 

with City of Ozark Parks Master Plan, Riverside Park Trail Head 
 
The City of Ozark Parks Master Plan, adopted in March 2018, indicates a Riverside Park Trail 
Head within the area of the Riverside Road over Finley River Bridge No. 20900151 Project 
BRO-022(09).  Planning for project BRO-022(09) was underway by Christian County in 2015, 
soon after the bridge was closed due to a flood event earlier that year that damaged the bridge 
superstructure.  After the County planned to build a new bridge in the vicinity of the damaged 
bridge which included the realignment of Riverside Road, the City of Ozark capitalized on this 
planned project by planning a trail from Finley River Park in Ozark, MO, to the proposed new 
bridge in Christian County that is outside the city limits and north of Ozark.  Thus, the project 
BRO-022(09) transportation facility was reserved before the park/trail was planned by the City 
(reference: 23 CFR 774.11(i)). 
 
Furthermore, the City of Ozark Parks Master Plan identifies the proposed bridge project site 
area as “Riverside Park,” however, this area is currently not a park.  The City of Ozark does 
not own this property.  Christian County, the land owner, has not designated the area as a park.  
The enclosed letter from the County explains the status of this property in more detail. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 417-886-7171. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
City of Ozark 
 

 
 
Steve Childers 
City Administrator 
 
Enclosure 



 

2826 S. Ingram Mill Road, Springfield, MO 65804              Phone: 417-886-7171             Fax: 417-886-7591           www.greatriv.com  
 

 
October 22, 2018 
 
Taylor R. Peters 
Environmental Protection Specialist, Missouri Division Office 
Federal Highway Administration 
3220 W. Edgewood, Suite H 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 
 
RE:   NEPA Action - Floodplain Encroachment Impacts, Riverside Road Over Finley River 

Bridge No. 20900151, Project No. BRO-B022(09), Addition of 23 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Section 650.111, “Location Hydraulic Studies” parts (b), (c), and (d) 

 
23 CFR Section 650.111 (b) Location studies shall include evaluation and discussion of the 
practicability of alternatives to any longitudinal encroachments. 
 
Project BRO-B022(09), Riverside Road Over Finley River Bridge, does not have any additional 
longitudinal encroachments of a Zone A floodplain of the Finley River.  The new bridge will 
cross perpendicular to the Finley River and connect to existing area roadways.  Also, the new 
alignment of Riverside Road diverges from the existing road away from, or east of, the Finley 
River such that the new alignment is eventually 300 feet further from the Finley River than the 
existing road.  Thus, the new alignment will reduce any risk of longitudinal encroachment. 
 
 
23 CFR Section 650.111 (c) Location studies shall include discussion of the following items, 
commensurate with the significance of the risk or environmental impact, for all alternatives 
containing encroachments and for those actions which would support base flood-plain 
development. 
 
1) The risks associated with implementation of the action are as follows: 

 
The Project scope will not increase the potential for loss of life or property, and therefore would 
not be considered a significant risk. 
 
2) The impacts on natural and beneficial flood-plain values, 

 
Natural and beneficial floodplain values include, but are not limited to, fish, wildlife, plants, 
open space, natural beauty, scientific study, outdoor recreation, agriculture, forestry, natural 
moderation of floods, water quality maintenance, and groundwater. There are no significant 
encroachments associated with this Project and this work will not have an impact on the natural 
and beneficial floodplain values. 

 
3) The support of probable incompatible flood-plain development, 

 
As defined by the FHWA, the support of incompatible base floodplain development will 
encourage, allow, serve, or otherwise facilitate incompatible base floodplain development, such 



as commercial development or urban growth. The proposed improvements on this Project would 
maintain local and regional access to existing rural and agricultural areas and would not create 
new access to undeveloped lands.  Therefore, this highway improvement Project would not 
support any incompatible floodplain development. 

 
4) The measures to minimize flood-plain impacts associated with the action, 

 
The floodplain analysis and certifications have been completed to comply with floodplain 
regulations and show minimal impacts to the floodplains along this Project. The effect on the 
floodplains as a result of this Project, as well as the certification that shows it meets floodplain 
regulations, has been communicated to the local floodplain Administrators and permits have 
been obtained and are included in MoDOT’s Request for Environmental Review website. 

 
5) The measures to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial flood-plain values impacted 
by the action. 

 
There will be limited impacts to the natural and beneficial flood-plain values of the floodplains 
along this Project. Since there will be temporary soil disturbance during construction activities, 
sediment and erosion control best management practices will be utilized during construction and 
disturbed areas will be revegetated following construction. 
 
 
23 CFR Section 650.111 (d) Location studies shall include evaluation and discussion of the 
practicability of alternatives to any significant encroachments or any support of incompatible 
flood-plain development. 
 
As defined in 23 CFR 650.105, a significant encroachment involves a significant potential for 
interruption or termination of a transportation facility which is needed for emergency vehicles or 
provides a community's only evacuation route, a significant risk meaning potential for loss of life 
or property, or a significant adverse impact on natural and beneficial flood-plain values. 
 
This Project does not result in a significant potential for interruption or termination of this 
transportation facility which is needed for emergency vehicles or a community's only evacuation 
route. It also does not result in a significant risk or potential for loss of life or property. This 
Project does not result in a substantial adverse impact on natural and beneficial flood-plain 
values. This highway improvement Project would maintain local and regional access to existing 
rural and agricultural areas and would not support any incompatible floodplain development. 
 
There are no significant encroachments as a result of this Project and does not support 
incompatible floodplain development.  This Project will not cause a greater risk within a 
floodplain that potentially impacts an adjacent structure. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 417-886-7171. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Aaron Benson, P.E. 
Great River Engineering 
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